TEXT STRUCTURES
(PATTERNS OF ORGANIZATION)
Defined:
· Text structure, also called patterns of organization, is how text is organized in writing.
· An author organizes information in a way that will reflect his or her purpose for writing and will make it easy to understand.
Common organizational patterns include:
· Chronological- gives details in time order, from first to last
· Cause  and Effect – shows the relationship among causes and effects
· Compare and Contrast – presents two or more subjects and tells how they are alike and different
· Problem and Solution – focuses on a problem and discusses a possible solution
· Sequence –steps are described in the order they occur
==================================================================================================
CHRONOLOGICAL
Defined -  text is organized by time order, the writer tells a series of events in more or less the exact 		      order in  which they occurred.
Signal Words:
	First
	Before
	Now

	Second
	After
	soon

	Next
	Finally
	

	then
	Not long after
	










CAUSE AND EFFECT 
Defined -  Explains why or how something happened. The event is called the cause, and its results are 			      the effect.
	Signal Words-
	So
	If...then
	May be due to

	Because 
	This led to
	Effect of

	Since
	Reason why
	Consequently

	therefore
	As a result
	For this reason










==================================================================================================
COMPARE AND CONTRAST
Defined -  . Shows how two or more things are alike and/or how they are different

	Same as
	Not only …but also
	On the other hand

	Similar
	Both
	Different from

	Alike
	Instead of
	As opposed to

	As well as
	Either…or
	


            Signal words-











PROBLEM AND SOLUTION
Defined- Tells about a problem (and sometimes says why there is a problem) then gives one or more 			    possible solutions.

Signal Words-
	Question is…
	One answer is …
	To solve this..

	Dilemma is..
	One reason for the problem is…
	The puzzle is…










==================================================================================================
SEQUENCE / ORDER OF IMPORTANCE
Defined -  Describes items or events in order or tells the steps to follow to do something of make 		      something.
Signal Words:
	First
	Before

	Second
	After

	Next
	Finally

	then
	now










DESCRIPTION / SPATIAL

Defined -  A topic, idea, person, place, or thing is described by listing its features, characteristics, or    	 	      examples
Signal Words:
	For instance
	An example

	Such as
	To illustrate

	To begin with
	characteristics
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